Pre-Play Inspection Checklist
· Make sure surfaces around playground equipment have the appropriate depth of wood chips, mulch, sand or pea gravel

· Check that protective surfacing extends at least six feet in all directions from play equipment and that swings and slides have appropriate surfacing in use zones.

· Check for dangerous hardware, like open “S” hooks or protruding bolt ends.

· Check for sharp points or edges on equipment.

· Look out for tripping hazards, like exposed concrete footings, tree stumps, and rocks.

· Check for trash and material hazards such as broken glass, cans, and metal pieces.

· Check any metal equipment not in shaded area for hot surfaces.

· Check to see if steps on climbers are in good condition and that handrails are secure.

· Make sure that swing seats are not worn with metal parts exposed.

· Check moving equipment to ensure they rotate or move smoothly.
· Check any wood equipment for splinters.

· Check any plastic equipment for cracks.

List adapted from CPSC Handbook for Public Playground Safety and NPPS
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